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Sunday, December 25 
John 3:31-36 “For the one whom God has sent speaks the 
words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit.” (v.34) 

Merry Christmas. This year the Nativity of Our 

Lord falls on a Sunday. Sounds special, right? Yet how 
many will see it from the aspect of being cheated 

because a holiday lands on the weekend or grumble 

because their favorite restaurant in which to eat Sunday 
breakfast is closed? Deep down you may struggle with 

the thought of not going, even though it’s Sunday, 
because you already went to midnight Mass. 

I wonder if on that historic night in Bethlehem 
some groused because that brightly shining star 

disturbed their sleep, or caused their roosters to crow 

and their dogs to howl. Did those prone to thievery and 
crime scowl because the illumination drove away 

shadows? 
When we head to our worship services and hear 

the organ music swell, let us remember those who are 

not coming up the sidewalk to church. Amidst the 
pageantry and glitter, the hymns and presents, food and 

family, open your hearts to receive, and then pass on, 
the best gift of all—Emanuel. He is the reason we 

celebrate today, and every Sunday. 
Zechariah 2:10-13; Psalms 2, 85; 1 John 4:7-16 

 

Birthdays: Nathaline Canestri, Courtney Chin, Reginald 

Husbands, Wendy Kemp and Joshua Laban 

 
Anniversaries: None 

 
Monday, December 26 
Jeremiah 26:1-9, 12-15 “This is what the LORD says: Stand in 
the courtyard of the LORD’s house and speak to all the people 
of the towns of Judah who come to worship in the house of 
the LORD. Tell them everything I command you; do not omit a 
word. Perhaps they will listen and each will turn from their evil 
ways. (vv.2-3a) 

Today is Boxing Day. Traditionally, it was the 

day the Lord of the Manor gave gifts to his servants and 
tenants, i.e. those beyond his immediate family. Often in 

my upbringing, Christmas Day was reserved for the 

parents and siblings only and Boxing Day for getting 
together with and exchanging gifts with the extended 

clan—grandparents, cousins, aunts and uncles, etc.  
The 26th is also the day the first Christian was 

martyred. Stephen offered the gift of salvation to those 
extended “family members” of the Jewish community 

and was stoned for his efforts. His gift was not well 

received. 
Jeremiah also was called by God to give a gift. 

He prophesized for people to return to the Lord and 
receive the gift of His favor. It was not well received 

either. 

Today, you may be bustling about the stores 
exchanging items and buying up the bargains. In all the 

chaos and cacophony of the day after Christmas, will 

you take time to give Christ to someone else, even if it is 
not well received? 

Psalm 31; Acts 6:8—7:60; Matthew 23:34-39 

 

Birthdays: Clint Corban, Addis Francis, Dennis Holness, 

Millard Mann and Nicole Thompson 

 

Anniversaries: Richard & Kathleen Konior 

 

Tuesday, December 27 
John 21:19b-24 This is the disciple who testifies to these 
things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony 
is true. (v.24) 

Traditionally on December 27th, the life of St. 
John the Evangelist is celebrated. Author of five books in 

the New Testament, he called himself, “the disciple 

whom Jesus loved.” I once considered this a rather 
boastful statement, until a Bible study leader pointed out 

that could be said of any follower of Christ. Even though 
John was one of the original twelve, he chose to write in 

the third person, not “I”. 

Today, in honor of St. John, I encourage each of 
you to elevate Jesus more than yourself. Try to eliminate 

“I” from your conversations as much as possible. Listen 
to what others say. Then see them as Christ does and 

love them. At the end of the day, write down your 

experiences and how, if any, your day turned out 
differently. Then try it again tomorrow and the next day. 

You may even add it to your New Year’s resolutions, if 
you are so inclined to make them. 

When people celebrate your life, will they state 
your testimony was true and you were someone whom 

Jesus loved? 
Exodus 33:18-23; Psalm 92; 1 John 1:1-9 

 

Birthdays: Ron Edouard. Clarissa Lawrence-Smith and 

Sharon Smith 

 
Anniversaries: Reginald & Donna Carty and Dorothy Remy 

 

Wednesday, December 28 
Matthew 2:13-18 When Herod realized that he had been 
outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to 
kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two 
years old and under, in accordance with the time he had 
learned from the Magi. (v.16) 

Today is a sad day. We commemorate the 
slaughtering of the innocent baby boys by Herod. As a 

mother of a son, it churns my insides to think about it. 

How could God allow such a horrific thing to happen? 
Whenever tragedy strikes, that is a common 

question, isn’t it? Many people turn away from God out 
of hurt, confusion, and anger that He would let such a 

calamity happen. However, others do just the opposite. 

They run to Him. Their faith strengthens in their 
weakness, and their lack of understanding makes them 

rely more on God’s wisdom, comfort, and peace. 
I recall watching two families lose a husband 

and father to cancer. One family regularly attended 



church and gladly gave their time, talents, and 

treasures. Their outlook contrasted greatly to the family 
who rarely prayed outside of the pew and went to a 

socially acceptable church in order to be seen as 
outstanding members of society. 

When tragedy strikes, will you clench your fist 

and shake it at heaven, or open it and ask for God to 
grab hold? 

Jeremiah 31:15-17; Psalm 124; Revelation 21:1-7 

 

Birthdays: Terrell Manyak, Kevin Matthews, Gregory Nedd 

and Zoe Peart 

 

Anniversaries: Kingsley & Leonie Peterkin and Devon & 

Donna Prawl 

 
Thursday, December 29 
Isaiah 12:1-6 “Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for 
great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” (v.6) 

Tucked in the first third of the book of the 
Prophet Isaiah is this chapter. Just reading it is uplifting. 

Now, go back and read it out loud. Go ahead. You can 

finish reading this devotional in a minute. 
One time in our Alpha class, our priest asked us 

all to just praise God out loud in prayer for several 
minutes. Slowly our voices grew louder. I could feel the 

energy in the room, and envisioned throngs of angels 

whirling around us as our prayers whiffed through the 
rafters toward heaven. I’ll never forget that evening. 

Have you ever prayed only praises to God? Have 
you prayed them out loud? The next time the weight of 

the world is slumping your shoulders, try it. Even if you 
have to get in the shower so the stream of water 

drowns out your voice to others in the house. It is 

amazing how praising our Lord diminishes every other 
thought in our heads. It puts things in perspective and 

reminds us not only who He is, but that we are His. 
Psalm 18:1-20; Revelation 1:1-8; John 7:37-52 

 

Birthdays: None 

 

Anniversaries: Errol & Marlyn Bajon, Jean & Louise 

Gaudard and Iverton & Deanne Newton 

 
Friday, December 30 
Psalm 20 Some trust in chariots, others in horses. But we trust 
in the name of the LORD our God.” (v.7) 

Who do you trust, really? Your spouse, your 

parents, your priest? Do your trust yourself? Tough 
question if you truly think about it. Actually, we trust in 

many things. We trust the sun to rise, the storm clouds 
to lift and the moon to guide the tides. We even trust 

the traffic light will turn green, eventually. 
Trust is different than hope. We hope we will 

get a refund on our taxes and our kids will turn out 

okay. We hope our marriage survives the bumps that 
jostle us on this life’s roads and all works out okay for 

our friend going through a tough time. 
However, those who trust in the Lord possess a 

different sort of hope. I saw a posting on Facebook that 

stated that we should trust in God as much in the good 

days as in the bad. That is the hope He offers. He walks 
with us, lives in us, and sends His Spirit to comfort and 

guides us, no matter what life dolls out. I truly hope you 
can trust in that. 
Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 21; Revelation 1:9-20; John 7:53—8:11 

 

Birthdays: Leslie Dengler, Marilyn James and Anthony 

Persico 

 

Anniversaries: Thomas & Virginia Donnellan, Ray & 

Nanette Mikes and Vernal & Norma Simpson 

 
Saturday, December 31 
2 Corinthians 5:16—6:2 So from now on we regard no one 
from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ 
in this way, we do so no longer. (v.16) 

Today is the last day of the old year to much of 
the world. All await the clock to dong midnight. 

Television cameras will capture different cities welcome 
in the start of a new year. Tomorrow begins a fresh 

start. Resolutions will be made, and hopes are elevated. 

The Christian is already well into the new year. 
It began the first Sunday in Advent. More than that, 

each dawn we can confess our sins, resolve to live more 
as He would have us do so, and receive His mercies 

which are new every morning, not just once a year. 
TV cameras will most likely not zone in on us as 

we stretch from our bedclothes and thank Him for a new 

chance to serve Him, but that’s okay. There is plenty of 
fanfare and rejoicing in heaven when a person of faith 

prays. In fact, I’d venture to say any New Year’s 
celebration pales in comparison. 

Isaiah 26:1-9; Psalms 46, 48; John 8:12-19 

 
Birthdays: Jasmine Husbands and Eric Taylor 

 
Anniversaries: Andrew & Debra Carr and Douglas & Mary 

Gray 
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