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Sunday, March 5

Deuteronomy 8:1-10 Be careful to follow every command 1
am giving you toaay, so that you may live and increase and
may enter and possess the land the LorD promised on oath
to your ancestors. Remember how the Lorp your God led
you all the way in the wilderness these forty years, to
humble and test you in order to know what was in your
heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. He
humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you
with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors had
known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone
but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lorp.
Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell
during these forty years. (vv.1-4 NIV)

Have you ever worn clothes for forty years
and have them not wear out? Have you ever walked
in the desert for forty years and had your feet not
swell? | can't say | have either. But the Lord was
testing the Israelites see if they would trust His Word
and trust Him. He asks us the same question every
day. Do you trust me? Do you really, really, trust me?
Imagine how different things might be if you and I
truly trusted the Lord.

It's not the parts of the Bible that |1 don't
understand that trouble me. It's the parts that | do
understand that concern me. How about you?

Ponder that.

Psalms 63, 98; 1 Corinthians 1:17-31; Mark 2:18-22

Birthdays: Saraiya Bethel, Paulette Clarke, John Sehi
and Steve Sehi

Anniversaries: None

Monday, March 6

John 2:1-12 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with
water”; so they filled them to the brim. Then he told them,
“Now draw some out and take it to the master of the
banquet.” They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted
the water that had been turned into wine. (vv.7-9a)

This was Jesus’ first miracle—turning water
into wine. He subsequently healed a royal official's son
from a distance, fed five thousand, healed a paralyzed
man after 38 years, and walked on water. He made
the lame walk, the dumb talk, and the blind to see. He
cleansed the leper, cast out demons, healed the
woman’s issue of blood, and raised a man from the
dead. He also did many other healings, too many to
mention here other than the fact that he overcame the
grave and rose from the dead.

Jesus does not change—he still heals today.
We must just believe and not doubt. Do these words
encourage you in your efforts? If not, why not?
Ponder that.
Deuteronomy 8:11-20; Psalms 41, 52; Hebrews 2:11-18

Birthdays: Ashworth Matthews
Anniversaries: Ashworth & Denise Matthews

Tuesday, March 7

Hebrews 3:1-11 “That is why | was angry with that
generation, 1 sald, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, and
they have not known my ways.’ So I declared on oath in my
anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.”” (v.10-11)

Why are our hearts always going astray? For
me, it happens when | do not regularly read, study,
meditate on, and put into practice God's Word. Why
have we not known His ways? | submit it is for the
same reasons. So how do we solve the problem? By
doing the obvious—reading, studying, meditating, and
putting into practice God’'s Word.

What does it mean they shall never enter
God's rest? What does it say to you and to me? Jesus,
and Jesus alone, has the answer. Born once die twice;
born twice die once.

Ponder that.

Deuteronomy 9:4-12; Psalm 45; John 2:13-22

Birthdays: Ruhama Cutie’, Marie Vilsaint and Taija
White

Anniversaries: Andre & Marsha Edwards

Wednesday, March 8
John 2:23—3:15 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one
can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”
(v.3)
This is one of the most important verses of
Scripture. Yet, it is one of the most misunderstood.
Common synonymous terms for “born again”
are saved and converted. So, what are we saved from?
The answer is, we are saved from the wrath of God.
And what are you converted from? You are converted
from worldly ways to heavenly ways. Born again?
Think of it as born once die twice, born twice die once.
Ponder that.
Deuteronomy 9:13-21; Psalm 119:49-72; Hebrews 3:12-19

Birthdays: Reginald “Austin” Carty and Samuel Marsh

Anniversaries: None

Thursday, March 9



John 3:16-21 For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned,
but whoever does not believe stands condemned already
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one
and only Son. (vv.16-18)

John 3:16 is probably the best-known verse in
the Bible. The key word is “believe.” If you don't live
it, you don't believe it. Heaven and hell are both real;
they both exist. Not everyone will go to heaven. If they
did, why did Jesus have to die on the cross? Rejection
of the Son is rejection of the Father and quenching of
the Holy Spirit. So, the choice is yours and mine. Life
is full of choices; choices have consequences. Choose
wisely.

Jesus explained how no one can come to him
unless the Father who sent him draws them, and he
will raise them up at the last day (John 6:44). Jesus
also said, “I am the way and the truth and the life, no
one comes to the Father except through me” (John
14:6). Notice it is not “many can, some can, a few
can,” but “none.” Not one can without knowing Jesus
personally as Lord and Savior. If he is Lord, he will be
Savior; if he is Savior, he must be Lord!

Ponder that.

Deuteronomy 9:23—10:5; Psalm 50; Hebrews 4:1-10

Birthdays: None
Anniversaries: None

Friday, March 10

Hebrews 4:11-16 For the word of God is alive and active.
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the
thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation
/s hidden from God'’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid
bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
(w.12-13)

How much time do you and | spend in God'’s
word daily? Is it 5 minutes, 10 minutes, 30 minutes,
or no time at all on a daily basis? The American Bible
Society predicts by the year 2020 the United States
will be biblical illiterate. Since 1963, when evolution
was allowed to be taught as science in public schools,
the following things have happened: child abuse is up
2,300%; STD'S are up 385% in the ages of 10-14;
violent crime offenses are up 995%; illegal drug use is
up 6,000%. You draw your own conclusions.

Ponder that.

Deuteronomy 10:12-22; Psalms 40, 54; John 3:22-36

Birthdays: Spurgeon Leiba, William McDaniel, Patricia
Officer, Godfrey Thomas and Aiden Wallace

Anniversaries: None

Saturday, March 11

Deuteronomy 11:18-28 Fix these words of mine in your
hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and
bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children,
talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.
Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your
gates, so that your days and the days of your children may
be many in the land the Lorp swore to give your ancestors,
as many as the days that the heavens are above the earth.
(vv.18-21)

Today's Scripture is rich with guidelines from
the Lord God. They could very well be a solution to the
statistics of yesterday’s reading. What legacy are we
leaving our children and our grandchildren?

Ponder that.

Psalm 55; Hebrews 5:1-10; John 4:1-26

Birthdays: Cliff Bernsen, Geoffrey Chang and Natalie
Guy

Anniversaries: None
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