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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Welcome to

 
JOY
"Rejoice in the Lord, always;
and again, I  say 'Rejoice!'"
- Philippians 4:4



         Saint Benedict Episcopal Church 
The Third Sunday of Advent  

The Weekend of December 11 & 12 | 6pm, 8am and 10am 
 

Welcome to Saint Benedict Episcopal Church, a church that feels like family! We are glad to have 
you worship with us today. If you are a newcomer, please complete a Welcome Card and place it 
in the offering plate so we can extend our welcome beyond this service. Additional information 
about Saint Benedict’s and our ministries may be found online at www.saintbenedicts.org. Rite I 
(Sunday 8:00am) of The Holy Eucharist begins on page 323 of the Book of Common Prayer (BCP); 
responses for this service are in red. Rite II (Saturday 6:00pm and Sunday 10:00am), on page 355 
(BCP). Congregational responses for all services are found in bold. The music for the service is 
taken from the blue Hymnal 1982 (H-1982) and the red, green, and black hymnal Lift Every Voice 
and Sing (LEVAS). We are a singing church; we ask that you please stand at the introduction of 
hymns. Prepare your hearts to celebrate in Word and Sacrament, the Holy Eucharist. 

 

THE GATHERING      
 
Organ Voluntary                               Berceuse by Louis Vierne 
 
The congregation stands as the ministers process to the altar.  
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
The Celebrant prays: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You sent your prophets to bring 
good news to the oppressed and bind up the brokenhearted. As the candles on this wreath have been lit, 
bless us and strengthen our hearts as we prepare for the coming of the Lord. Blessed be God for ever. Amen. 
 
Hymn                                           Darwall’s 148th 

 
 
The Opening Acclamation 
 

+ Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom now and forever. Amen.  
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The Collect for Purity 
 
The Celebrant prays: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Kyrie Eleison            by Michael McCarthy 
 

                   
 
At the Collect for the Third Sunday of Advent             
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.     *(8:00am Rite I): And with Thy Spirit. 

 Let us pray. 
 
The celebrant prays: Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
THE WORD OF GOD    
 

A Reading from the Book of Zephaniah                                               Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, 
the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not 
fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives 
victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud 
singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will 
deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change 
their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I 
gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your 
fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
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Benedictus Dominus Deus     sung at 10am service by choir           Canticle 9 (Isaiah 12:2-6) 
      Chant: plainsong, Tone III 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
and he will be my Savior. 

Therefore, you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, * 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
and this is known in all the world. 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Philippians                                        Philippians 4:4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 
near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn  67                based on Psalm 42 
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At the Holy Gospel 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.     *(8:00am Rite I): And with Thy Spirit. 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (3:7-18)  
+ Glory to You, Lord Christ.  

 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have 
Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even 
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire." And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them, 
"Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise." 
Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?" He said to them, 
"Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we 
do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation and be satisfied with 
your wages." As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but 
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather 
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." So, with many other 
exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to You, Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon/Homily 
 
The Nicene Creed                 BCP pg. 358  
 
The Prayers of the People                                       Form II 

 
I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; 
for Peter our Bishop and all the people of theDiocese of Southeast Florida; for this 
gathering; and for all ministers and people. Let us pray for the Church of God. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; 
and for the well-being of all people. Let us pray for justice and peace. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the 
oppressed, and those in prison. Let us pray for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence 
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I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper 
knowledge of him. Let us pray that they may find and be found by him. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed. Let us pray for those who have died. 

Silence 

The ministers continue with prayers for our community, nation, world, and those celebrating birthdays. 

Confession of Sin Kneeling, let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
The Peace                                   Please greet your neighbor according to social distancing guidelines 
 
 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.     *(8:00am Rite I): And with Thy Spirit. 

 
Welcome and Announcements      
 

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Saint Benedict’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. Please be generous – we 
count on your support year-round. Text “give7801” to 1-888-364-4483. You may also make a secure donation online at our website www. 
Saintbenedicts.org or via the Saint Benedict’s app. 

 
THE LORD’S TABLE           
 
Choral Anthem (10am)                          Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God by G.F. Handel 
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Hymn                               Sterling 

      
Presentation Hymn                  Puer Nobis Nascitur 
 
To God the Father, heavenly Light, to Christ, revealed in earthly night, to God the Holy Ghost we 
raise our equal and unceasing praise. Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving                                     The service continues with Rite I on p. 333, Rite II on p. 361 (BCP) 
 

                                                       *(8:00am Rite I): 
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.     
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

The Lord be with you.   
And with Thy Spirit.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
It is meet and right so to do.

 
The Celebrant continues with the Preface and Sanctus: 

 
*(8:00am Rite I): Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts: heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. Glory be to 
Thee, O Lord Most High. +Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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The people remain standing or kneel as the Celebrant continues with the Eucharistic Prayer, to which 
the congregation responds: Christ Has Died. Christ is Risen. Christ will come again, and sings: 
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer      
 
The Breaking of the Bread and Fraction Anthem                 The bread is broken. Silence is kept.       
 
 

 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrifed for us: 
 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  
 
Agnus Dei         

 
Prayer of Humble Access      
 
 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but 
in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy 
Table. But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may 
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
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Song: I Love You, Forever by Tye Tribbett         
   

  I love you, forever 
  I love you, forever 
  I love you, forever Lord 
 
  We’ll worship forever…  Your mercy endureth, forever… Adore You, forever… 

 
The Post Communion Prayer      
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have 
graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 
fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 
peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*(8:00am Rite I): Almighty and ever living God, 
we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and 
Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and 
dost assure us thereby of thy favor and 
goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of 
thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful 
people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy 
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech 
thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy 
grace, that we may continue in that holy 
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou 
hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 
 

THE SENDING FORTH        
 

 The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.     *(8:00am Rite I): And with Thy spirit. 

 
Final Blessing +     
 
Hymn                                         We’re Marching 

 
 
The Dismissal        
 

As we await our coming Savior, go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
Organ Voluntary                         Toccata on Lo! He comes with clouds descending by Barry Ferguson 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT SAINT BENEDICT’S? 

December 11 & 12
 

 

 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES: 

(Please see insert in today’s bulletin  
and share it with all in our community) 

 
LAST WEEK’S OFFERING TO GOD: 
Our weekly operating budget is $10,000, and 
none of our fixed expenses have changed during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic. Please be as generous 
as you can be in your regular pledging and 
offerings. God bless you. 
 

Operating: $7,833.00 
Building: $3,868.00 
Online Giving: $3,740.00 
Total: $15,441.00 
 
IT’S BACK!!! ECW will be holding its 
Scholarship Raffle again this year!  We have 3 
exciting baskets to be raffled off in late 
February.  Baskets include Self-care/Wellness, 
A Night Out, A Night In.  All baskets will be 
filled with exciting gifts for everyone!  Tickets 
are 3 for $10.  All monies collected will go 
towards the ECW Scholarship Fund.  Tickets 
will be available starting Sunday, December 
12.  For more information, contact Marjorie 
Weekes at marjorieweekes@icloud.com, 650-
218-0659; Jasmine Thurston 
at jthurston95@gmail.com, 754-303-8062 or 

Carla Holness at 954-309-3298 or 
cholness618@gmail.com or any other ECW 
member. Thank you for your support! 
 
LADIES OF ST. BENEDICT’S - ECW will 
hold its December meeting and potluck on 
Sunday, December 19th immediately 
following the 10 am service.  If you are 
interested in joining us, please bring a dish to 
share.  We look forward to seeing you then! 
 
CHURCH PERIODICAL CLUB AND 
UNITED THANK OFFERING:  
Will be collecting monetary donations during the 
month of November.  There will be envelopes for 
both CPC and UTO on the baptismal font in 
church.  Please be as generous as you can as both 
of these ministries continue to need our help.  We 
are collecting coins as well and of course, checks 
and cash are always welcome.  Thank you. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL WILL RESUOME IN PERSON 
AFTER THE HOLIDAYS ON JANUARY 9, 2022 
 
JOIN THE CHOIR: Calling all individuals 
interested in joining this area of ministry. Please 
join us in the sanctuary for choir rehearsal (socially 
distant). Sight-readers are needed. For more info, 
please see Xavier Richardson, Director of Music 
and Organist or email zavirich@gmail.com.  
 
CONCERT: The Miami Carol City Senior High 
School Alumni Chorus presents A Carol City 
Christmas honoring legendary music educator 
Sonja Ingraham to be held December 17, 2021 at 
7:30pm at Saint Benedicts. Join us for a great 
evening of Christmas music ranging choral to 
Gospel. This event is free and open to public. 

 



11 
 

 
 

SAINT BENEDICT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF SOUTHEAST FLORIDA – WORLDWIDE ANGLICAN COMMUNION 

 Our mission is to know Christ’s love and to make His love known. 
 

“Live Worship Times” www.facebook.com/saintbenedicts/ 
  

Saturday and Sundays: All services “In-person” (10:00 AM Service ONLINE and in-person) 
To receive Holy Communion in your car – a minister will come to you at Communion time. 

We have a “Communion Lane” on the East Side Church Entrance. 
  

SATURDAY: 6:00 PM HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II (“Dog-friendly” Service) 
SUNDAYS: 8:00, 10:00 and 11:30 (Spanish) AM HOLY EUCHARIST 

TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER 8:30 AM 
WEDNESDAY: HEALING PRAYERS 7:00 PM 

THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER 8:30 AM 
 

The Reverend Dr. Albert R. Cutié, Rector 
The Reverend Debra McLaughlin, Deacon 

Mr. Xavier W. Richardson, Director of Music & Organist 
Ms. Wendy Williams, Parish Administrator 

 
 

7801 NW 5th Street Plantation, FL 33324 • PHONE: 954-473-6578 • PARISH EMAIL: parishoffice@saintbenedicts.org •  
VISIT US ON OUR WEBSITE: www.saintbenedicts.org 


